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GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 4 -7 TDS
Colombo 27 24 LC
Dhaka 28 16 TDS
Dubai 27 17 SNY
Houston 6 5 SNY
Istanbul 8 5 LC
London 11 6 LC

Los Angeles 19 7 LC
Melbourne 21 13 HR
Moscow 1 -2 HR
New York 4 -2 LC
Singapore 29 25 TDS
Toronto -4 -6 LC
Washington 4 -3 LC

28
people have died in new attacks by suspected jihadists 
in Burkina Faso, the authorities said on Tuesday

PAK BLAMES SECURITY LAPSE  
FOR BLAST, TOLL RISES TO 100

PESHAWAR

THE death toll from the sui-
cide blast rose to at least 100 on 
Tuesday after rescue workers 
retrieved more bodies from 
the debris of  the devastated 
mosque inside a police facility 
in Pakistan’s Peshawar. 

Lady Reading Hospital 
spokesperson Mohammad 
Asim said that 100 bodies had 
been brought to the medical 
facility. Asim said 53 injured 
were currently being treated 
while seven had been admit-
ted to the ICU. He said that 
most of  the injured were out 
of  danger. Most of  the vic-
tims were policemen. 

At least a deputy superin-
tendent of  police, five sub-
inspectors and the mosque’s 
prayer leader Maulana Sa-
hibzada Noorul Amin were 
among the dead. The Te-
hreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), claimed responsibility 
for the suicide attack, saying 
it was part of  a revenge at-
tack for slain TTP command-
er Umar Khalid Khurasani 
who was killed in Afghani-

stan in August last year.
Capital City Police Officer, 

Peshawar (CCPO) Ejaz Khan 
told Geo TV that the head of  
the suspected suicide bomber 
was recovered from the blast 
site. The suspected bomber 
was identified as 37-year-old 

Mohammed Ayaz son of  Salim 
Khan from Mohmand agency.

The bomber entered the 
highly secured mosque inside 
police lines where four layers 
of  security were in place. Pro-
vincial Police chief  Moazzam 
Jah Ansari said they are in-

vestigating the blast and how 
the bomber entered the highly 
fortified mosque in the Police 
Lines area.

He expressed the apprehen-
sions that the bomber might 
have been residing in the po-
lice lines before the blast as 
there are family quarters too 
inside the police lines.

Provincial Police chief  
Moazzam Jah Ansari said they 
are investigating the blast and 
how the bomber entered the 
highly fortified mosque in the 
Police Lines area.

Ansari admitted grave secu-
rity lapses by the police and 
ordered a comprehensive in-
vestigation into the blast. 
Talking to the media on Tues-
day, he said that the search 
process for entrance to police 
lines was limited only to the 
main gate of  the police lines. 
He said 10-12 kg explosives 
were used in the blast.

A high-level investigation 
committee has been set up to 
look into the security lapses. A 
preliminary investigation re-
port of  the blast has been sent 
to PM Shehbaz Sharif.  PTI

Rescue workers at the site of suicide bombing in Peshawar, Pakistan on Tuesday | AP

Strikes hit France 
streets in second round 
of pension battle
PARIS

FROM tiny islands to major 
cities, demonstrators poured 
into France’s streets on Tues-
day in the latest clash of  wills 
with the government over its 
plans to push back the retire-
ment age. Labour unions 
aimed to mobilise more than 
1 million demonstrators in 
what one veteran left-wing 
leader described as a “citi-
zens’ insurrection.”

The nationwide strikes and 
protests were a crucial test 
both for President Emmanuel 
Macron’s government and its 
opponents. The government 
says it is determined to push 
through Macron’s election 
pledge to reform France’s pen-
sion system. 

Left-wing legislators fight-
ing in parliament against Ma-
cron’s plans are counting on 
protesters to turn out mas-
sively to strengthen their ef-
forts to kill the bill that that 
would raise retirement age 
from 62 to 64. Veteran left-
wing leader Jean-Luc Mélen-

chon predicted “a historic 
day” of  protests and defeat for 
Macron, as large crowds of  
protesters marched in cities 
outside Paris.

“It’s not often that we see 
such a mass mobilisation,” 
Mélenchon, speaking in the 
southern city of  Marseille. 
“It’s a form of  citizens’ insur-
rection.” Palluel said the pros-
pect of  having to work longer
alarmed mariners on the is-
land with arduous ocean-go-
ing jobs. “Retiring at a reason-
able age is important, because 
life expectancy isn’t very 
long,” he said.

Rail operator SNCF warned 
of  major network disruptions 
Tuesday because of  strikes. It 
recommended that passen-
gers cancel or postpone trips 
and work remotely if  possi-
ble. Strikes also hit some 
schools and other sectors. Ra-
dio station France Inter 
played music instead of  its 
usual morning talk shows 
and apologised to its listeners 
because employees were strik-
ing.  AP

ukraine to get  
120 to 140 modern 

western tanks
KYIV

UKRAINE said on Tuesday it was expecting 
up to 140 heavy tanks after its Western allies 
agreed to supply Kyiv with the powerful 
weapons following weeks of  deliberations.

“Ukraine’s armed forces will receive be-
tween 120 and 140 modern Western tanks,” 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba told report-
ers, describing the figure as the first wave of  
contributions. “These are Leopard 2, Chal-
lenger 2, M1 Abrams,” Kuleba said, without 
specifying a timeline for the deliveries. “We 
are very much counting on the Leclerc, too,” 
he said, referring to the French battle tank.

Twelve countries have agreed to send 
tanks, he said. Ukraine’s most senior diplo-
mat also said that Kyiv was in negotiations to 
receive Western fighter jets and long-range 
missiles. “These are not weapons of  escala-
tion. These are the weapons of  defence and 
deterrence of  the aggressor,” Kuleba said.

Meanwhile, France will send 12 further 
Caesar truck-mounted howitzers to Ukraine 
for its fight, Defence Minister Sebastien 
Lecornu said on Tuesday.

The artillery pieces, adding to 18 already 
delivered, would be financed from a  $217-mil-
lion fund France set up to fund arms for Kyiv, 
Lecornu said in a joint Paris press confer-
ence with his Ukranian counterpart Oleksiy 
Reznikov.

The UK government said that sending its 
fighter jets is “not practical.” PM Rishi Su-
nak’s spokesman, Max Blain, said “the UK’s 
Typhoon and F-35 fighter jets are extremely 
sophisticated and take months to learn how 
to fly.” “Given that, we believe it is not practi-
cal to send those jets into Ukraine,” he said 
Tuesday, though he didn’t say that the UK 
was opposed to other countries sending 
planes. Agencies

Demonstrators hold a banner reading: “Withdrawal of this unfair  pension 
reform” during a protest march in Bayonne, southwestern France on Tuesday |  AP

WASHINGTON

THE outlook for the global 
economy is growing slightly 
brighter as China eases its ze-
ro-Covid policies and the world 
shows surprising resilience in 
the face of  high inflation and 
Russia’s ongoing war.

The IMF now expects the 
world economy to grow 2.9% 
this year. That forecast is better 
than the 2.7% expansion for 
2023 that the IMF predicted in 
October, though down from the 
estimated 3.4% growth in 2022.

“Global conditions have im-
proved as inflation pressures 
started to abate,” the IMF chief  
economist, Pierre-Olivier Gour-
inchas, said. “The road back to 
a full recovery with sustainable 
growth, stable prices and 
progress for all has only 
started.”

However, the UK is a striking 
exception to the IMF’s brighter 
outlook for 2023. It has forecast 
its economy will shrink 0.6% in 
2023; in October, the IMF had 
expected growth of  0.3%. High-
er interest rates and tighter 
gover nment budgets are 
squeezing the economy.

“These figures confirm we 
are not immune to the pres-
sures hitting nearly all ad-
vanced economies,’’ Chancellor 
of  the Exchequer Jeremy Hunt 
said in response to the IMF 
forecast. “Short-term challeng-
es should not obscure our long-
term prospects—the UK out-
performed many forecasts last 
year, and if  we stick to our plan 
to halve inflation, the UK is still 
predicted to grow faster than
Germany and Japan over the 
coming years.”

The IMF expects China’s 
economy—the world’s second-
biggest, after the US—to grow 
5.2% this year, up from its Octo-
ber forecast of  4.4%. Together, 
China and India should ac-
count for half  of  this year’s glo-
bal growth, while the United 
States and Europe contribute 
10%, according to Gourinchas.

The IMF’s 2023 growth out-
look improved for the US (fore-
cast to grow 1.4%) as well as for 
the 19 countries that share the 
euro currency (0.7%).  AP

DHAKA

THE Bangladesh government 
has ordered the closure of  191 
websites it accuses of  publish-
ing “anti-state news”, stoking 
concerns about media freedom 
in the South Asian country.

Information Minister Hasan 
Mahmud told parliament on 
Monday that the government 
has instructed the telecoms 
regulator to close the domains 
following “reports from intel-
ligence agencies.”

He said the sites, which were 
not named, were “conducting 
activities that spread confusion 
among the public.”

Bangladesh’s draconian Dig-
ital Security Act, under which 
hundreds of  people have been 
arrested since 2018, has caused 
particular alarm.

“The government shouldn’t 
try to control the flow of  the in-
ternet,” Faruq Faisel, regional 
director of  media rights watch-
dog ARTICLE 19 South Asia, 
said on Tuesday. “The move to 
block news sites will hamper 
freedom of  expression in the 
country. It will pave the way of  
spreading misinformation and 
disinformation,” he said.

World economy 
outlook better 
but Britain is 
slipping: IMF

B’desh orders 191 
‘anti-state’ news 
sites to be blocked

Couple in Iran
given 10 years in 
jail for dancing
PARIS

AN Iranian court has 
handed jail sentences of  
over 10 years each to a 
young couple who danced 
in front of  one of  Tehran’s 
main landmarks in a vid-
eo seen as a symbol of  de-
fiance against the regime, 
activists said on Tuesday.

Astiyazh Haghighi and 
her fiance Amir Moham-
mad Ahmadi, both in their 
early 20s, had been arrest-
ed in early November after 
a video went viral of  them 
dancing romantically in 
front of  the Azadi Tower  
in Tehran.

Haghighi did not wear a 
headscarf  in defiance of  
the Islamic republic’s 
strict rules for women, 
while women are also not 
allowed to dance in public 
in Iran, let alone with a 
man. A revolutionary 
court in Tehran sentenced 
them each to 10 years and 
six months in prison, as 
well as bans on using the 
internet and leaving Iran, 
the US-based Human 
Rights Activists News 
Agency (HRANA) said.

The couple, who al-
ready had a following in 
Tehran as popular Insta-
gram bloggers, were con-
victed of  “encouraging 
corruption and public 
prostitution” as well as 
“gathering with the inten-
tion of  disrupting nation-
al security,” it added.

HRANA cited sources 
close to their families as say-
ing they had been deprived 
of  lawyers while attempts to 
secure their release on bail 
have been rejected. AFP

French Def Min Sebastien Lecornu & Ukrainian Def Min 
Oleksii  Reznikov

US to talk weaponry  
after saying no to F-16 jets
Washington: United States President Joe Biden 
said on Tuesday that he will be discussing 
Ukraine’s latest requests for advanced weaponry 
to defend against Russia with President 
Volodymyr Zelensky. “We’re going to talk,” Biden 
told reporters, speaking the morning after he 
answered with an emphatic “no” when asked at 
the White House whether he favoured sending  
F-16 fighter jets to Ukraine.


